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| am so gfm,}eﬁd fo venyone Hat made Hhis pmda,l- possible.
My brother Blas, Mari and Papi, | love yu

Mariame Kabao ,Maria Gaspar, and +e women of Visible Voices

and the Lvtheran Social Services of Illinois (onnections pogram,

+hank you Br gour(guzdana_ and br sharinj your shries with me.

Mdiréad Delaney , for going 0 Jhe adventure and he] ping me. find my words.
Supporied by the 90 Acres prject

Qb Acres s a Series of community - engajed , Stle-responsive
act projects tnat address fhe mpact of +he Cook County Jail
on Chicago’s (Vest Side. (We aim to 3enemfe alternative
narratives ref lecting on power, and to present creahve projec’rs
that reflect the community’s vision of transformation.

For more information: www.9bacres. org 95
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once there was o- princess who was loved by+he whoje Kingdom. P
She toid sread- stories fo anyone +hat wanfgd 1o listen. "
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hé, was very fair, She, | “The prmces's knew she Cou i

listenad o all the people no+ do i alone. She
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The people grew +hejr peace.

all ammals were welcome.
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In reaﬂi , Hue OriINCLSs quzd from memory.
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it was a very ditferent world...
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He came ujtth important news, g
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[ Princess, our world is changing.
| have Come to ask for your help




Every day a citizen of my home Story [sland , diga ars.(le've searched, everywhere
buiEBJ;hey avre nowheré 1o be Founmmen Capf;%earmis missing- . w

night 190 fo bed and |can Sanell her sweet scent on my Pillew. |can
he?yher voice inmy head - Butshe’s not there. | don't Know what
Will you help us, Princess?
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The brave princess (uas moved fo action. Thatnight, she set out for
Stony Lsland.
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The people Would care for g kingdom unkil +héir Pancess rerurmed.




Arter several days and nights atsea, at last they

tour Hhe island in +he morning.
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The next moming4he princess Felt

calMmShe had a. warm Feeling inside.

Together, the team traveled +o¥he village wherg Capyparas Ficst AiSappenred.

.-Kl‘ E‘ W \)

| ..I".‘ v gy \;' :‘; i
\ T 1 l]“l.\ g
| | S + il

To king Cqubameyes it-was a ghesttown.
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"The @pybavas hadn't disappeared atall! They Wer simphy invisible,and only+he princess — I
ee +hem. Without +hinking,
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The Focees ot weak X | was 9oing o visit my
sister n the east-

L B hnatidh
W v M H 21Ewaythere, | hit a

wall and | couldn'+
& move any furtner.
| fel+ strange nside )y
When | went home, no
one couHd
e, S€e Mme,of
hear me,
K orfouch me.

Shared words
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was invisible. | feH so Capyoacd’s werds aave -’-h
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all.



ey pressed their hands and Paws +o the invisible wall. I+ glitlered, and
brilliant pink waves rippled across it. Then +he waves Stopped and Hhe wall
hardened. The animals gt hopeless and cried out
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Bu +herirtes ai,“we have 3days before the wall hardens forever. (Ue nee
10 get to the other side. But how 7"
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Suddenly the crowd parted , and +he princess was face 1o face with a pair of
Golden eyes. She remembeved Jhem, and the calm feeling they gave per. TThe
black panther with +he golden eyes spoke ina cleeg tumbpling voice.

] can fuke you there princess. | travel behween worlds.”)
d The princess climbed onto pis back, and #hey wee off in a blur.




' They cleared +he wall inone powerful |eap- i+ yas deserted on+he other side,

except for one small ard invisivle capybara. The princess spoke +o him, and the
POwer of her words helped him reappaar.

The princess telt weak when she used her Wads, ike she [ps+ 4 part of herself.
But her energy was restored when +he yourg Capy bara Spoke badk,




'd be ; You're not alone anymore. l
alone forever: o ]see you. The wall made
Everypne looked for} SHEER o | you disappear; ard |'ve
me, bu{- [ was & P | come 4o help. (an you

invisible- & ¥ | take me to your elders?
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—There is a wall +hat Separaies €ast €om West and Wie of +he East ve a deep
makes us disappear- (e have 2 doys before '*1, fear of +he wall. This will not be
hardens forever. The only uay we can bring ! essy. We will prepare tonight
down is 1f all +he capybaras on $TDr5 Island for a peace circle. Tomorrow,
Fouch the wall at +he same +imne. we wil make a decision +o9ether:
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= our f\am} @nee‘és’“" —— I T
=3 Wecan't let them disappéar.
=1 |f we lose +them, we’ll all be [os+.
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The niext morning+he capybaras and +he princess gathered in circle +o share stories.
They passed aound a mossy black rock . Whoever held +he vock could speak
while everyone eise \istened. They talked and laughed and cried all day. As
dusk el on the final day to biing down 4he wall they felt love grow 1 their
hearts. Young and old joined hards and paws and walked fo +he wall.
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fis the aapybaras ﬂfPerhed +he wail ,hvge and monstrous Shadows SPrang ap They
wanied o run, put Hhe princess yelled w4S only an jllusion meant to keep us
From the ones we lovel ” The instant +hey touched +he wall they were ¢ bathed
in prilliant pink lighk, brighter than +he sun. Slowly, the light faded, and the
capybams of the’ Eost were paw to paw with Hhe mpybaras of +ne West:
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“the dragoni evaporated [ike anightmare in acloud of Hack smoke. A¢ier centuries of dreamim,
the prinicess awoke in the wins of her family's caste. She was totally alone. (n a pang;

she shut her eyes tight and tried 1o 9et back to the Kingdom of her dreams, lout she
covldn't. She cried, mourning for +he worlds she lost.
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oyare nﬂf a.ld?& prinCeSS. -This ;odutts SN R 5% Cima me L fATEL, Atk
world needs youto +ell your

stones. T

She lay paralyzed with fear, unt| one morning JWith that, +he black panther disappeared injo-the
two orks of golden light bounded out ot +ne mist, Juhite mist. The princess Stood, and started walkin
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o You have todois say
#2 | these magic words. ¢
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Theprincess (paliked for many moons unth! at “That night she lay warmin bed in-the home ot q |
lost she reached +he city. She stoed on+he grandmia who had listened. She closed her
block, wide awake, and shared her stories. [l €yes +ight, and sad v magic words.
















